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Curriculum and Skills - Speaking, Listening, Discussion and Drama 

Pupils will be taught to: 

Year One Aut Spr Su Year Two Aut Spr Su Year Three Aut Spr Su 

Tell a story or describe an incident 

clearly 

Listen and respond appropriately 

to adults and peers, in a range of 

situations 

Take turns in a group 

Respond to other characters in role  

   Add detail to their talk to keep the 

listener interested 

Follow up listening with relevant 

questions 

Keep on topic during discussion 

Make up plays from stories and  

other stimuli 

   Speak fluently in sentences 

and without hesitation 

Hold a conversation with 

peers and adults 

Disagree politely with peers 

Create atmosphere through 

the use of voice and move-

ment 

   

Retell a story or incident in which 

events are clearly ordered 

Listen and follow instructions accu-

rately, asking for help or clarifica-

tion if necessary 

Listen to other pupils during group 

work 

Pretend to be a character,  

Show feelings through words and 

action  

   Use emphasis, story language and 

interesting vocabulary when telling 

stories 

Comment constructively after                  

listening 

Reach agreement in a group 

Show a character through                    

movement 

   Annotate poems and stories 

and perform them 

Evaluate the effectiveness 

of others’ performances 

Take responsibility for and 

contribute to the success of 

a group activity 

 Create characters in an               

improvised drama 

   

Read aloud clearly and use some 

intonation for effect 

Listen with sustained concentration 

Explain their thoughts to a group 

Take turns speaking their part in 

acting out familiar stories 

   Use gesture to support talk 

Be able to extract key points when 

listening to an adult 

Ensure all group members have a 

turn 

Learn and deliver some lines  

Improve their plays by practising 

and adding simple theatrical ef-

fects e.g. props and sound effects 

   Plan and deliver a presenta-

tion with an ‘attention grab-

bing’ opening and a satisfy-

ing conclusion 

Evaluate the effectiveness 

of others’ presentations 

Discuss a range of feelings 

and emotions 

Devise and act in plays 

showing character through 

voice and movement 
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Curriculum and Skills - Phonics and Spelling 

Year Three Aut Spr Su Year Four Aut Spr Su 

Use a dictionary to check words 

Combine phonics, morphology and spelling conventions to spell unfamiliar words 

Investigate spelling patterns and conventions and use etymology to aid spelling                                                                                                                                                   

Write, from memory, simple dictated sentences using spelling and punctuation knowledge taught so far                                                                                                             

Choose the correct spelling by using a visual strategy (‘Does it look right?’)                                                                                                                                            

Consolidate  previously learned spelling patterns   

   

Spell words with the prefixes  pre-, sub-, ex-, 

Spell two syllable words containing double consonants e.g. dinner 

Add suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than one 

syllable and know when to double the final                 consonant e.g. 

forgetting, forgotten, gardening, gardener 

Spell words where an i sound is spelt with a y in the middle of words 

e.g. gym, Egypt 

Spell the words answer, build, caught, circle, early, earth, fruit, 

group, heard, heart, height, island, learn,  minute, often, wom-

an/women  

   Spell words with the suffixes -ly, -ous, -al, -ary, -ic and the   endings -

sure, -ture 

Spell common homophones e.g. fair/fare, break/brake 

Spell the words complete, decide, describe, different, difficult, 

February, library, naughty, opposite, ordinary, perhaps, popular, 

probably, regular, suppose, surprise,       various  

   

Spell words with the -tion, -sion, -ssion,-cian endings 

Add suffixes to words ending in -f,-ff, -ve and -fe 

Spell more common homophones 

Spell plural words with possessive apostrophes e.g. girls’,             

children’s 

Spell the words exercise, experience, experiment,                  ex-

treme, favourite, mention, occasion(ally), position,           possess

(ion), possible, potatoes, pressure, promise,          purpose, quar-

ter, sentence, therefore (   

   

Spell words with the ou spelling of the u sound e.g. young, touch, 

double 

Spell words with the prefixes in-, il-, im- and ir- 

Spell words with the prefixes dis-, mis-, re-, de-, over- 

Spell the words address, appear, arrive, breath, breathe, disap-

pear, guard, guide, history, imagine, increase, important, inter-

est, question, recent, reign, remember  

   

Spell words where the k sound is spelt ch (Greek origin) e.g. chorus  

Spell words where the sh sound is spelt ch (French origin) e.g. chalet  

Spell -gue and -que words (French origin) e.g. tongue, antique 

Spell words where the s sound is spelt sc (Latin origin) e.g. scene 

Spell the more uncommon ei, eigh and ey graphemes for the a sound 

e.g. vein, sleigh, obey 

Spell the words accident(ally), actual(ly), believe, bicycle, busy, 

business, calendar, continue, eight, eighth, knowledge, material, 

medicine, natural, particular,                       peculiar, separate, 

special, straight, weight  

   

Spell words with the prefixes inter-, super-, anti-, auto-, non-co- 

Spell words with the suffix -ation,  

Spell the words centre, century, certain, consider, enough, fa-

mous, forward, grammar, length, notice, strange, strength, 

though, although, thought, through  
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Curriculum and Skills - Reading 

Across all terms, pupils will be taught to: 

Year Three 

Becoming a  Fluent Reader Word Reading Reading Comprehension Becoming a          

Researcher 

Enjoy books and reading 

Listen to and discuss a range 

of fiction, poetry, plays, non-

fiction, reference and text 

books that are read to them 

and those that they can read 

for themselves 

Identify and remember com-

mon structural and language 

conventions in different text 

types 

Read for a range of purposes 

Identify themes in books 

Read Year 3 texts fluently 

 

 

 

Continue to use phonic 

knowledge and skills with 

unfamiliar words 

Read words with unfamil-

iar spelling patterns  

Use an understanding of 

morphology and etymol-

ogy to aid them in read-

ing unfamiliar words (link 

to spelling strand) 

Continue to build a 

knowledge of unusual 

grapheme phoneme cor-

respondences  

Explain the meaning of words in context 

Use morphology to aid them in understanding unknown vocabulary 

Use dictionaries to check word meanings 

Build a bank of vocabulary by spotting, collecting and discussing new words and 

phrases from texts and linking these with words already known (including idioms 

and figurative language) 

Create sensory images while they read 

Develop understanding by linking reading to other books or similar contexts 

Apply previous retrieving objectives to year 3 texts 

Check that the text makes sense to them and discuss their understanding 

Use inference to draw simple conclusions about characters, settings and events 

Use vocabulary knowledge, including synonyms, to aid inference 

Predict what may happen and explain using detail from the text 

Identify the author’s purpose e.g. to inform, describe, entertain, share feelings etc 

Refer back to the text to support their response 

Use library 

classification 

to find refer-

ence materials 

Take notes by 

summarising, 

deleting and 

substituting 

Retrieve, rec-

ord and pre-

sent infor-

mation 
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Year Three 

Becoming a Fluent Reader Reading Comprehension 

Autumn Term 

Retell stories, adding key 

details 

Ask questions when their reading doesn’t make sense 

Identify the key points in a section or page  

Explain the basic structures inherent in different text types (fiction and non-fiction) 

Discuss language which has captured their interest 

Identify basic language features inherent  in different text types (fiction and non-fiction) 

Spring Term 

Know and recognise some 

forms of poetry 

 

Prepare texts (including 

poems and plays) to read 

aloud and perform  

Ask questions when their reading doesn’t make sense 

Combine information to create an understanding of the whole text 

Identify the key points in a section or page  

Explain the basic structures inherent in different text types (fiction and non-fiction) 

Identify basic language features inherent  in different text types (fiction and non-fiction) 

Summer Term 

Retell fairy stories or folk 

tales focusing on the 

theme 

Use questioning to keep an active engagement with a longer text 

Combine information to create an understanding of the whole text 

Identify the key points in a whole text 

Explain the purposes of structural features 

Identify and discuss simple authorial techniques such as short sentences, repeated phrases, punctuation 
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Curriculum and Skills - Writing 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 Year Three Aut Spr Su 

P
la

n
n

in
g

, C
o

m
p

o
s
in

g
 a

n
d

 E
v
a
lu

a
tin

g
  

Collect ideas for writing from the world around them 

Generate ideas for their writing, by combining observations, reading and imagination 

Use the underlying structures, grammar and vocabulary of written texts to plan and write their own for a specific (real) audience and a 

clear purpose 

Collect and use suitable vocabulary for a text 

Compose and orally rehearse sentences and lines of poetry which are increasingly rich in structure and vocabulary 

Use the key narrative writing skills of telling, description and dialogue (see Appendix C) 

Use the key non-narrative writing skills of informing, recounting, instructing, persuading and explanation (see Appendix C) 

Improve their writing style by adding new techniques to their repertoire (from Appendix A – year 3)  

Improve their writing by using some new vocabulary (from Appendix B – year 3) 

Proof–read their work for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors 

Edit their work effectively and make improvements based on this 

Evaluate the work of others and suggest improvements 

   

Use ideas and content appropriate to the subject and text type 

In non-narrative writing use headings and subheadings to structure the writing and support the reader (WTS KS2) 

Create settings using well-chosen words and phrases (WTS KS2 and EXS KS2) 

Signal sequence, place and time to give coherence to writing 

   

Plan and order texts logically 

Experiment with layout when writing non-fiction texts 

Know the reasons to start a new paragraph 

Create characters using well-chosen words and phrases (WTS KS2 and EXS KS2) 

Use expression, intonation and tone when reading aloud their writing 

   

Plan and organise texts logically 

Know the reasons to start a new paragraph 

Use paragraphs to organise ideas (WTS KS2) 

Create a coherent plot in a story 
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 Year Three Aut Spr Su 

G
ra

m
m

a
r a

n
d

 P
u

n
c
tu

a
tio

n
    

Use correct grammatical terminology when discussing their writing    

Use and understand the terms consonant and vowel 

Recognise and know the purpose of conjunctions 

Use conjunctions to express time, place and cause e.g. when, so, before, after, while, because 

Use a or an appropriately 

Recognise and know the purpose of pronouns 

Recognise and know the purpose of personal pronouns is e.g. I, me, we, us, you, he, she, it, him, her, they, them 

Recognise direct speech and inverted commas 

Use inverted commas (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

   

Explore word families based on common words 

Recognise and know the purpose of adverbs (beyond –ly) 

Use adverbs to express time, place and cause e.g. then, next, soon, therefore 

Explore and understand verb prefixes (link with dis-, de-, mis-, over- and re- in spelling) 

Use inverted commas (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

   

Create new nouns using prefixes 

Use have or has before a verb to create the ‘present perfect form’ or ‘had’ to create the ‘past perfect form’ 

Recognise and know the purpose of prepositions 

Use prepositions to express time, cause and place e.g. before, after, during, in,  because of 

Use prepositional phrases to add detail to sentences 

Understand what a main clause is 

Recognise simple and compound sentences 

Understand how to use bullet points  

Use bullet points (WTS KS2 and EXS KS2) 
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Curriculum and Skills - Handwriting 

Pupils will be taught to: 

Year Three Aut Spr Su Year Four Aut Spr Su Year Five Aut Spr Su Year Six Aut Spr Su 

Write with joined                          

handwriting consistently 

 

Build keyboard skills to 

type, edit and redraft  

   Improve the quality of 

handwriting by tackling 

any issues consistently 

 

Develop fluency and 

speed  in typing 

   Adapt handwriting to 

specific purposes e.g. 

printing, use of italics 

 

Use features of layout, 

presentation and                        

organisation effectively 

in written and on-screen 

   Develop a neat,              

personal, handwriting 

style 

 

Choose the writing 

implement that is  

appropriate to the 

task  

   

Make the move from 

pencil to pen in their 

handwriting 

 

Develop fluency in typing 

   Improve the quality of 

handwriting by tackling 

any issues consistently 

 

Present on-screen texts 

with some appeal to the 

reader 

   Maintain legibility in 

joined handwriting when 

writing at speed  

 

Combine written text 

and illustration to                      

enhance the words and 

their meaning  

   Consistently use a 

neat, personal hand-

writing style  

 

Use an appropriate 

and cohesive style in 

work produced using 

on-screen media  

   

Write with joined                      

handwriting in pen                             

consistently  

 

Develop fluency in typing 

   Write consistently with 

neat, legible and joined 

handwriting 

 

Present on-screen texts 

which consistently                   

appeal to the reader 

   Maintain legibility in 

joined handwriting when 

writing at speed  

 

Combine written text, 

illustration, moving                     

image and sound                         

appropriately to                              

enhance the words and 

their meaning 

   Consistently use a 

neat, personal  

handwriting style  

 

Present work                            

produced using                  

on-screen media  

stylishly and                      

cohesively 

   


