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Curriculum and Skills - Speaking, Listening, Discussion and Drama 

Pupils will be taught to: 

Year Four Aut Spr Su Year Five Aut Spr Su Year Six Aut Spr Su 

Justify a view by giving reasons and evi-

dence 

 Make useable notes when listening 

Use inclusion techniques in a group e.g. 

questions, eye contact, people’s names 

 Articulate clearly and project the voice 

   Present a well-structured, persuasive                 

argument including reasons and evidence 

Analyse the use of persuasive language in 

different contexts 

Plan and manage a group task over time 

 

Vary voice for dramatic effect e.g. by  

using volume, tone and pitch 

   Give and justify an opinion in an appro-

priate manner 

Make notes when listening for a sus-

tained period 

Use the conventions and language of 

formal debate 

Interpret and rehearse scenes from pub-

lished plays 

   

Tell a story which is clear, structured and 

detailed 

Recognise and analyse formal/informal 

registers when listening 

Address alternative opinions in                 

discussion 

Choose vocabulary and movement to 

match the place and time in a scene 

   Use repetition, recapping and humour in 

storytelling and presentations to maintain 

the interest of the listener 

Analyse techniques designed to engage 

the listener 

Use a range of techniques (e.g.                          

compromise, considering consequences, 

combining ideas)  

Invent dialogue, gesture and movement 

to suit a character 

   Agree and disagree constructively with 

others’ views  

Identify and adopt the features of for-

mal register 

Successfully counter another argument 

during a debate or discussion 

Sustain a character in role 

   

Use formal/informal registers when appro-

priate 

Ask relevant questions after listening to 

build understanding 

Help to organise work in a group to en-

sure success 

In a group, present their own play by 

learning lines, making props and    creat-

ing simple sound and light       effects 

   Use language fluidly to speculate,            

hypothesise, imagine and explore ideas 

Identify and analyse the use of different 

question types e.g. open, closed , leading, 

probing, hypothetical, rhetorical,                      

challenging and reflective 

Use a range of question types in discussion 

and conversation 

 

Perform a published script experimenting 

with voice, gesture and staging 

   Monitor the effect of their talk on the 

listener and adapt it in response 

Analyse and evaluate a range success-

ful speakers for useful techniques 

Consider, evaluate and build on differ-

ent viewpoints during debates and dis-

cussions 

Organise and present a play for an  

invited audience 
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Curriculum and Skills - Phonics and Spelling 

Year Three Aut Spr Su Year Four Aut Spr Su 

Use a dictionary to check words 

Combine phonics, morphology and spelling conventions to spell unfamiliar words  

Investigate spelling patterns and conventions and use etymology to aid spelling                                                                                                                                                   

Write, from memory, simple dictated sentences using spelling and punctuation knowledge taught so far                                                                                                                 

Choose the correct spelling by using a visual strategy (‘Does it look right?’)                                                                                                                                            

Consolidate  previously learned spelling patterns   

   

Spell words with the prefixes  pre-, sub-, ex-, 

Spell two syllable words containing double consonants e.g. dinner 

Add suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than one 

syllable and know when to double the final                 consonant e.g. 

forgetting, forgotten, gardening, gardener 

Spell words where an i sound is spelt with a y in the middle of words 

e.g. gym, Egypt 

Spell the words answer, build, caught, circle, early, earth, fruit, 

group, heard, heart, height, island, learn,  minute, often,               

woman/women  

   Spell words with the suffixes -ly, -ous, -al, -ary, -ic and the   endings -

sure, -ture 

Spell common homophones e.g. fair/fare, break/brake 

Spell the words complete, decide, describe, different, difficult, 

February, library, naughty, opposite, ordinary, perhaps, popular, 

probably, regular, suppose, surprise,       various  

   

Spell words with the -tion, -sion, -ssion,-cian endings 

Add suffixes to words ending in -f,-ff, -ve and -fe 

Spell more common homophones 

Spell plural words with possessive apostrophes e.g. girls’,             

children’s 

Spell the words exercise, experience, experiment,                  ex-

treme, favourite, mention, occasion(ally), position,           possess

(ion), possible, potatoes, pressure, promise,          purpose, quar-

ter, sentence, therefore (   

   

Spell words with the ou spelling of the u sound e.g. young, touch, 

double 

Spell words with the prefixes in-, il-, im- and ir- 

Spell words with the prefixes dis-, mis-, re-, de-, over- 

Spell the words address, appear, arrive, breath, breathe, disap-

pear, guard, guide, history, imagine, increase, important, inter-

est, question, recent, reign, remember  

   

Spell words where the k sound is spelt ch (Greek origin) e.g. chorus  

Spell words where the sh sound is spelt ch (French origin) e.g. chalet  

Spell -gue and -que words (French origin) e.g. tongue, antique 

Spell words where the s sound is spelt sc (Latin origin) e.g. scene 

Spell the more uncommon ei, eigh and ey graphemes for the a sound 

e.g. vein, sleigh, obey 

Spell the words accident(ally), actual(ly), believe, bicycle, busy, 

business, calendar, continue, eight, eighth, knowledge, material, 

medicine, natural, particular,  peculiar, separate, special, 

straight, weight  

   

Spell words with the prefixes inter-, super-, anti-, auto-, non-co- 

Spell words with the suffix -ation,  

Spell the words centre, century, certain, consider, enough, fa-

mous, forward, grammar, length, notice, strange, strength, 

though, although, thought, through  

    



 

4 

Curriculum and Skills - Reading 

Across all terms, pupils will be taught to: 

Year Four 

Becoming a  Fluent Reader Word Reading Reading Comprehension Becoming a          

Researcher 

Develop a love of books and 

reading 

Value and enjoy reading in 

their spare time 

Listen to and discuss a range 

of fiction, poetry, plays,               

non-fiction, reference and text 

books that are read to them 

and those that they can read 

for themselves 

Identify and remember                  

common structural and                 

language conventions in                 

different text types 

Independently read for a 

range of purposes 

Read Year 4 texts fluently 

Continue to use phonic 

knowledge and skills with 

unfamiliar words 

Try out different                                   

pronunciations to aid the 

decoding of unfamiliar, 

longer words 

Use an understanding of 

morphology and                     

etymology to aid them in 

reading unfamiliar words 

(link to spelling strand) 

Continue to build a 

knowledge of unusual 

grapheme phoneme  

correspondences 

Understand that words can have varied meanings depending on the context 

Build a bank of vocabulary by spotting, collecting and discussing new words and 

phrases from texts and linking these with words already known (including idioms 

and figurative language) 

Empathise with characters and their situations 

Develop understanding by making connections between texts in terms of plot, 

characters, structure, same author etc. 

Ask questions to improve their understanding of a text 

Ask questions about character and motivation, vocabulary and plot 

Apply previous retrieving objectives to year 4 texts 

Check that the text makes sense to them and discuss their understanding 

Use textual details and examples to support inferences and explanations about a 

text’s meaning 

Use precise language to encapsulate an inference made 

Predict what may happen and explain using stated and implied detail from the 

text 

Summarise a text using the key points 

Answer questions giving evidence from the text in their response 

 

Distinguish   

between fact 

and opinion in 

order to verify 

the accuracy  

and reliability 

of information 

Appraise the 

usefulness of a 

text for a task 

Use the                         

strategies of 

skimming, 

scanning, 

close reading 

and key word 

searches to 

locate and 

select                       

information 
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Year Four 

Becoming a Fluent Reader Reading Comprehension 

Autumn Term 

Know and recognise some 

forms of poetry 

Prepare texts (including 

poems and playscripts) to 

read aloud and perform, 

considering speed, volume 

Use a knowledge of text type and structure to extract information 

Identify the author’s purpose and adjust reading strategy accordingly e.g. consider the evidence in a persuasive text 

Identify how the layout in book and screen-based texts aids the reader 

Select and explain favourite vocabulary choices 

 

Spring Term 

Retell myths and legends 

focusing on the themes 

Extract information from a text when information is hidden within a longer paragraph 

Make inferences from evidence found throughout a paragraph 

Recognise the viewpoint of the author 

Identify how the layout in book and screen-based texts aids the reader 

Select and discuss effective words, phrases and sentences e.g. figurative language 

 

Summer Term 

Prepare texts (including 

poems and playscripts) to 

read aloud and perform, 

considering speed, vol-

ume, action, intonation, 

tone and word emphasis 

Extract information from a text when information is hidden within a longer paragraph 

Make inferences from evidence found throughout a paragraph 

Distinguish between fact and opinion when discussing viewpoint 

Identify instances where structure and layout contribute to meaning 

Engage in a discussion on an author’s use of language 
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Curriculum and Skills - Writing 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 Year Four Aut Spr Su 

P
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Collect ideas for writing from the world around them 

Generate ideas for their writing, by combining observations, reading and imagination 

Plan and write their own texts for a specific (often real) audience and a clear purpose based on the underlying structures, grammar and 

vocabulary of texts that they have studied 

Compose and orally rehearse sentences and lines of poetry which are increasingly rich in structure and vocabulary 

Use the key narrative writing skills of telling, description, dialogue and action (see Appendix C) 

Use the key non-narrative writing skills of informing, recounting, instructing, persuading and explanation (see Appendix C) 

Use exciting and interesting vocabulary appropriate to the text type 

Improve their writing style by adding new techniques to their repertoire (from Appendix A – year 4)  

Improve their writing by using some new vocabulary (from Appendix B – year 4) 

Proof–read their work for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors 

Change vocabulary and grammar for consistency and impact 

Edit their work effectively and make improvements based on this  

Evaluate the work of others and suggest improvements 

Read aloud their own work using a range of strategies (intonation, volume, tone etc.) to make the meaning clear 

   

Use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme (WTS KS2) 

Use stanzas to structure content in poems 

Create writing which is organised, imaginative and clear 

   

Develop and extend ideas in stories, non-fiction and poetry e.g. character, settings, arguments, themes 

Create writing which is organised, imaginative and clear 

Write in the style of an author or poet who has been studied 

Experiment with layout when writing poems 

   

Link ideas within a paragraph or section 

Communicate feelings, emotions and opinions 

Make the form of writing consistently clear, relevant and organised 

Take a viewpoint in a piece of writing 

Write a satisfying ending 
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Curriculum and Skills - Writing 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 Year Four Aut Spr Su 

G
ra

m
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n
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a

tio
n

    

Use correct grammatical terminology when discussing their writing    

Recognise and know the purpose of determiners 

Recognise and know the purpose of possessive pronouns e.g. my, mine, our, ours, its, his, her, hers, their, theirs, your, yours, whose, and 

one's 

Use pronouns and nouns appropriately (for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition) 

Write more complex expanded noun phrases by adding prepositional phrases to the determiner, noun and adjective(s) 

   

Fully understand the difference between plural and possessive s 

Understand some differences between standard and non-standard English verb forms e.g. we were instead of we was 

Use adverbs to express frequency e.g. often and manner e.g. loudly 

Recognise adverbial phrases and clauses 

Use fronted adverbials 

Use adverbs and/or adverbials for cohesion across a text e.g. however, meanwhile, before (EXS KS2) 

Use commas to mark fronted adverbials (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

Use apostrophes to show plural possession e.g. The boys’ house  

   

Know what a subordinate clause is 

Use a wider range of conjunctions to extend sentences including when, if, because, although 

Know what a complex sentence is 

Write and use complex sentences 

Use commas for marking subordinate clauses  
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Curriculum and Skills - Handwriting 

Pupils will be taught to: 

Year Three Aut Spr Su Year Four Aut Spr Su Year Five Aut Spr Su Year Six Aut Spr Su 

Write with joined                          

handwriting consistently 

 

Build keyboard skills to 

type, edit and redraft  

   Improve the quality of 

handwriting by tackling 

any issues consistently 

 

Develop fluency and 

speed  in typing 

   Adapt handwriting to 

specific purposes e.g. 

printing, use of italics 

 

Use features of layout, 

presentation and                        

organisation effectively 

in written and on-screen 

   Develop a neat,              

personal, handwriting 

style 

 

Choose the writing 

implement that is  

appropriate to the 

task  

   

Make the move from 

pencil to pen in their 

handwriting 

 

Develop fluency in typing 

   Improve the quality of 

handwriting by tackling 

any issues consistently 

 

Present on-screen texts 

with some appeal to the 

reader 

   Maintain legibility in 

joined handwriting when 

writing at speed  

 

Combine written text 

and illustration to                      

enhance the words and 

their meaning  

   Consistently use a 

neat, personal hand-

writing style  

 

Use an appropriate 

and cohesive style in 

work produced using 

on-screen media  

   

Write with joined                      

handwriting in pen                             

consistently  

 

Develop fluency in typing 

   Write consistently with 

neat, legible and joined 

handwriting 

 

Present on-screen texts 

which consistently                   

appeal to the reader 

   Maintain legibility in 

joined handwriting when 

writing at speed  

 

Combine written text, 

illustration, moving                     

image and sound                         

appropriately to                              

enhance the words and 

their meaning 

   Consistently use a 

neat, personal  

handwriting style  

 

Present work                            

produced using                  

on-screen media  

stylishly and                      

cohesively 

   


