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Curriculum and Skills - Writing 

Pupils will be taught to: 
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Say out loud what they are going to write                                                                                                                                                               

Begin to use the process of think, say, write, check                                                                                                                                                         

Be confident and keen to write                                                                                                                                                                                      

Write for a range of real and imagined purposes                                                                                                                                                     

Compose a sentence orally before writing it                                                                                                                                                                        

Use some new vocabulary in their sentences (from Appendix B – Reception)                                                                                                                   

   

Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others (ELG) 

Use a full stop to end a sentence 

   

Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others (ELG) 

Use a capital letter to begin a sentence                                                                                                                                                                                       

Use a full stop to end a sentence 

   

Write a short sequence of sentences, sometimes for a real purpose and audience 

Demarcate some sentences with capital letters and full stops (WTS KS1) 
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Leave spaces between words (WTS KS1)    
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 Year One Aut Spr Su 

P
la

n
n

in
g

, C
o

m
p

o
s

in
g

 a
n

d
 E

v
a

lu
a

tin
g

  

Use ideas from their reading in their writing 

Say out loud what they are going to write 

Use the sentence by sentence process of think, say, write, check 

Use the key narrative and non-narrative writing skills of telling, informing, recounting and instructing (see Appendix C)                                                       

Improve their writing style by adding new techniques to their repertoire (from Appendix A – year 1)                                                                                                              

Improve their writing by using some new vocabulary (from Appendix B – year 1)                                                                                                                                 

Re-read what they have written to themselves, in order to check that it makes sense 

   

Plan a 4 sentence story 

Write a sequence of sentences  

   

Plan a simple story (beyond 4 sentences) 

Write a sequence of sentences to form a short narrative or non-narrative text (WTS KS1) sometimes for a real purpose and audience 

Talk about their writing  

   

Plan a simple story (beyond 4 sentences) 

Write a sequence of sentences to form a short narrative or non-narrative text (WTS KS1) sometimes for a real purpose and audience 

Talk about their writing  

Read aloud their writing clearly (link with Spoken Language) 
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Use correct grammatical terminology when discussing their writing 

Use full stops and capitals throughout a piece of writing  

   

Leave spaces between words (WTS KS1) 

Join words with ‘and’ within sentences 

   

Leave spaces between words (WTS KS1) 

Join sentences with ‘and’ (EXS KS1) 

Recognise and know the purpose of nouns 

Form singular and plural nouns (link with spelling) 

Use capital letters for people, places, days of the week and ‘I’ 

   

Join sentences with ‘and’ (EXS KS1) 

Change the meaning of words by adding un- (link with spelling) 

Form new nouns by compounding e.g. whiteboard (link with spelling) 

Recognise and know the purpose of verbs 

Use question marks (EXS KS1, WTS KS2)                                                                                                                                                                                               

Understand the uses of exclamation marks                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Use exclamation marks  
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Plan a narrative text 

Plan non-narrative text types 

Include new vocabulary in planning  

Use underlying structures from reading (picture books or short stories) to aid planning 

Use planning to give structure to the their writing 

Embed the sentence by sentence process of think, say, write, check 

Write about personal experiences and real events 

Write a coherent story for an (often real) audience  

Write non-narrative text types for a clear purpose and a specific (often real) audience 

Write a poem based on a given structure 

Write effectively and coherently for different purposes drawing on their reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar of their writing 

Use the key narrative writing skills of telling and description (see Appendix C) 

Use the key non-narrative writing skills of informing, recounting, instructing and persuading (see Appendix C) 

Ensure that there is a clear structure to their writing 

Use adventurous vocabulary 

Re-read writing for sense 

Improve their writing style by adding new techniques to their repertoire (from Appendix A – year 2)  

Improve their writing by using new vocabulary (from Appendix B – year 2) 

Ensure that there is a clear structure in their writing 

Evaluate their writing with others and by themselves  

Use expression when reading aloud their writing 

   

Develop an idea over several sentences 

Add detail to writing when it is necessary 

Build writing stamina through writing longer pieces 

Check writing for consistent use of tense  

Edit their work by making simple additions and revisions (GD KS1)  

Proof read their work for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors (GD KS1) 

   

Add detail to writing when it is necessary 

Make their writing lively and interesting for the reader 

Link ideas to make writing flow e.g. last time, also, after, then, soon, at last, and another thing… 

Build writing stamina through writing longer pieces 

Check writing for consistent use of tense  

Edit their work by making simple additions and revisions (GD KS1)  
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Use correct grammatical terminology when discussing their writing 

Use words that are appropriate to the type of writing e.g. story language, imperative verbs in instructions 

Draw on their reading to inform the grammar and vocabulary of their writing (GD KS1) 

   

Recognise and write statements, questions, exclamations, commands 

Join sentences with ‘or’ and ‘but’ 

Use precise and appropriate verbs when writing 

Understand that an apostrophe is used for omission 

Use apostrophes for simple contracted forms (GD KS1, WTS KS2) 

   

Use ‘when’, ‘if’, ‘that’ and ‘because’ to extend sentences (EXS KS1) 

Avoid using ‘and’, ‘but’ or ‘so’ after a full stop 

Write and use expanded noun phrases  

Recognise and know the purpose of adjectives 

Form adjectives using –ful, -er, -est and –less (link with spelling)  

Understand that an apostrophe is used for possession 

Use apostrophes for singular possession (GD KS1) 

   

Avoid using ‘and’, ‘but’ or ‘so’ after a full stop 

Form nouns by using suffixes such as –ness and –er. 

Write consistently in ‘past’ or ‘present’ tense (EXS KS1) 

Use the progressive form of verbs (-ing) to write about actions in progress e.g. He was thinking, she is dancing 

Recognise and know the purpose of -ly adverbs 

Form and use adverbs by adding –ly to adjectives 

Learn to use some features of written standard English 

Use commas for lists (GD KS1, WTS KS2) 
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Curriculum and Skills - Writing 

Pupils will be taught to: 
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Collect ideas for writing from the world around them 

Generate ideas for their writing, by combining observations, reading and imagination 

Use the underlying structures, grammar and vocabulary of written texts to plan and write their own for a specific (real) audience and a 

clear purpose 

Collect and use suitable vocabulary for a text 

Compose and orally rehearse sentences and lines of poetry which are increasingly rich in structure and vocabulary 

Use the key narrative writing skills of telling, description and dialogue (see Appendix C) 

Use the key non-narrative writing skills of informing, recounting, instructing, persuading and explanation (see Appendix C) 

Improve their writing style by adding new techniques to their repertoire (from Appendix A – year 3)  

Improve their writing by using some new vocabulary (from Appendix B – year 3) 

Proof–read their work for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors 

Edit their work effectively and make improvements based on this 

   

Use ideas and content appropriate to the subject and text type 

In non-narrative writing use headings and subheadings to structure the writing and support the reader (WTS KS2) 

Create settings using well-chosen words and phrases (WTS KS2 and EXS KS2) 

   

Plan and order texts logically 

Experiment with layout when writing non-fiction texts 

Know the reasons to start a new paragraph 

Create characters using well-chosen words and phrases (WTS KS2 and EXS KS2) 

   

Plan and organise texts logically 

Know the reasons to start a new paragraph 

Use paragraphs to organise ideas (WTS KS2) 
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Curriculum and Skills - Writing 

Pupils will be taught to: 
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Use correct grammatical terminology when discussing their writing    

Use and understand the terms consonant and vowel 

Recognise and know the purpose of conjunctions 

Use conjunctions to express time, place and cause e.g. when, so, before, after, while, because 

Use a or an appropriately 

Recognise and know the purpose of pronouns 

Recognise and know the purpose of personal pronouns is e.g. I, me, we, us, you, he, she, it, him, her, they, them 

Recognise direct speech and inverted commas 

Use inverted commas (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

   

Explore word families based on common words 

Recognise and know the purpose of adverbs (beyond –ly) 

Use adverbs to express time, place and cause e.g. then, next, soon, therefore 

Explore and understand verb prefixes (link with dis-, de-, mis-, over- and re- in spelling) 

Use inverted commas (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

   

Create new nouns using prefixes 

Use have or has before a verb to create the ‘present perfect form’ or ‘had’ to create the ‘past perfect form’ 

Recognise and know the purpose of prepositions 

Use prepositions to express time, cause and place e.g. before, after, during, in,  because of 

Use prepositional phrases to add detail to sentences 

Understand what a main clause is 

Recognise simple and compound sentences 

Understand how to use bullet points  

Use bullet points (WTS KS2 and EXS KS2) 
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Curriculum and Skills - Writing 

Pupils will be taught to: 
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Collect ideas for writing from the world around them 

Generate ideas for their writing, by combining observations, reading and imagination 

Plan and write their own texts for a specific (often real) audience and a clear purpose based on the underlying structures, grammar and 

vocabulary of texts that they have studied 

Compose and orally rehearse sentences and lines of poetry which are increasingly rich in structure and vocabulary 

Use the key narrative writing skills of telling, description, dialogue and action (see Appendix C) 

Use the key non-narrative writing skills of informing, recounting, instructing, persuading and explanation (see Appendix C) 

Use exciting and interesting vocabulary appropriate to the text type 

Improve their writing style by adding new techniques to their repertoire (from Appendix A – year 4)  

Improve their writing by using some new vocabulary (from Appendix B – year 4) 

Proof–read their work for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors 

Change vocabulary and grammar for consistency and impact 

Edit their work effectively and make improvements based on this  

Evaluate the work of others and suggest improvements 

   

Use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme (WTS KS2) 

Use stanzas to structure content in poems 

Create writing which is organised, imaginative and clear 

   

Develop and extend ideas in stories, non-fiction and poetry e.g. character, settings, arguments, themes 

Create writing which is organised, imaginative and clear 

Write in the style of an author or poet who has been studied 

   

Link ideas within a paragraph or section 

Communicate feelings, emotions and opinions 

Make the form of writing consistently clear, relevant and organised 

Take a viewpoint in a piece of writing 
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Curriculum and Skills - Writing 

Pupils will be taught to: 
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Use correct grammatical terminology when discussing their writing    

Recognise and know the purpose of determiners 

Recognise and know the purpose of possessive pronouns e.g. my, mine, our, ours, its, his, her, hers, their, theirs, your, yours, whose, and 

one's 

Use pronouns and nouns appropriately (for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition) 

Write more complex expanded noun phrases by adding prepositional phrases to the determiner, noun and adjective(s) 

Use inverted commas and other speech punctuation appropriately  

   

Fully understand the difference between plural and possessive s 

Understand some differences between standard and non-standard English verb forms e.g. we were instead of we was 

Use adverbs to express frequency e.g. often and manner e.g. loudly 

Recognise adverbial phrases and clauses 

Use fronted adverbials 

Use adverbs and/or adverbials for cohesion across a text e.g. however, meanwhile, before (EXS KS2) 

Use commas to mark fronted adverbials (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

Use apostrophes to show plural possession e.g. The boys’ house  

   

Know what a subordinate clause is 

Use a wider range of conjunctions to extend sentences including when, if, because, although 

Know what a complex sentence is 

Write and use complex sentences 

Use commas for marking subordinate clauses  
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Collect ideas for writing from the world around them 

Develop and explore ideas for writing through discussion, further reading and research 

Use a wide knowledge of text types, forms and styles to plan their writing 

Plan for a clear purpose and (an often real) audience 

Use a wide knowledge of text types, forms and styles to inform their writing 

Plan and write for a range of clear purposes and (often real) audiences  (WTS KS2) 

Use the key narrative writing skills of telling, description, dialogue and action (see Appendix C) 

Use the key non-narrative writing skills of informing, recounting, instructing, persuading and explanation (see Appendix C) 

Borrow writers’ techniques from book, screen and stage 

Improve their writing style by adding new techniques to their repertoire (see Appendix A – year 5)  

Revise their work to ensure that the content and style of writing accurately reflects the purpose 

Proof–read their work for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors  

Edit their work effectively and make improvements based on this  

Evaluate the work of others and suggest improvements 

   

Structure and organise writing in well linked paragraphs 

Build cohesion within a paragraph 

Link openings to closings 

Vary the way sentences begin 

Carefully select words (including some from Appendix B – Year 5) to create effects 

Create atmosphere (EXS KS2) 

Change vocabulary and grammar to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

   

Write to engage the reader 

Maintain a viewpoint throughout a text 

Ensure cohesion within and between all paragraphs in a text  

Carefully select words (including some from Appendix B – Year 5) to sustain and develop ideas 

Use stanzas to organise ideas around a theme in poetry 

Perform their own work using a range of strategies (intonation, volume, movement etc.) to make the meaning clear 

   

Choose a text form 

Develop paragraphs creatively using techniques such as contrast, additional detail and explanation 

Select which parts of writing need to be developed in detail 

Balance narrative writing between telling the story, action, description and dialogue 

Carefully select words (including some from Appendix B – Year 5) to create vivid description 

Use stanzas to organise ideas around a theme in poetry 

Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense through a longer piece of writing 
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Collect ideas for writing from the world around them 

Develop their own ideas for writing through reading, imagination, research and personal experience, choosing which ideas to use and which to discard 

(GD KS2) 

Plan for a clear purpose and (an often real) audience 

Write effectively for a range of purposes and (often real) audiences, selecting language that shows good awareness of the reader (EXS KS2) 

Use the key narrative writing skills of telling, description, dialogue and action (see Appendix C) 

Use the key non-narrative writing skills of informing, recounting, instructing, persuading and explanation (see Appendix C) 

Fully engage the reader through lively interesting and thoughtful writing 

Distinguish between the language of speech and writing and choose the appropriate register (GD KS2) 

Select and use stylistic devices to support the purpose and effect of writing 

Improve their writing style by adding new techniques to their repertoire (from Appendix A – year 6)  

Carefully select words (including some from Appendix B – Year 6) to create effects, sustain and develop ideas and create vivid description 

Revise their work to ensure that the content and style of writing accurately reflects the purpose 

Proof–read their work for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors 

Edit their work effectively and make improvements based on this cc 

Change vocabulary and grammar to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

Check that  the appropriate register is being used  

   

Vary structure to expand ideas and provide emphasis 

Use a range of layout devices to structure text e.g. headings, sub-headings, columns, bullet points and tables 

Add depth and detail to paragraphs 

Manipulate word order for effect 

Use reported speech appropriately 

Use speech to convey and develop a character (EXS KS2) 

Evaluate the work of others and suggest improvements 

   

Select form and subject when writing poetry and non-fiction (GD KS2) 

Write effectively for a range of purposes and (often real) audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what they have read 

as models for their own writing (GD KS2) 

Experiment with writers’ techniques borrowed from book, screen and stage 

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this (GD KS2) 

Ensure writing is controlled and balanced 

Use speech to advance action (EXS KS2) 
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Select form and subject when writing poetry and non-fiction (GD KS2) 

Write effectively for a range of purposes and (often real) audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what they have read 

as models for their own writing (GD KS2) 

Experiment with writers’ techniques borrowed from book, screen and stage 

Show a confident and established voice throughout a piece of writing 

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this (GD KS2) 

Affect the emotions of the reader at points in the text 

Use a range of techniques for special effects e.g. asides, flashbacks, footnotes etc. 

Perform their own work using a range of strategies (intonation, volume, movement etc.) to make the meaning clear 
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Use correct grammatical terminology when discussing their writing 

Ensure correct subject verb agreement 

Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing  

   

Use devices for cohesion within a paragraph (EXS KS2) 

Recognise relative pronouns e.g. which, that, who (whom, whose), when, where 

Use relative pronouns appropriately 

Experiment with clause position in complex sentences 

Understand that grammar and punctuation can be used semantically and pragmatically 

Use grammar and punctuation both semantically and pragmatically 

   

Use adverbs and adverbials to show time (e.g. after five minutes), place (e.g. nearby) and number (e.g. secondly) across a text  

Recognise and know the purpose of relative clauses e.g. beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that 

Use relative clauses to add detail to sentences 

Orchestrate a range of sentence structures 

Use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

Use grammar and punctuation both semantically and pragmatically 

   

Use the suffixes –ate, -ise, and –ify to convert nouns or adjectives into verbs 

Recognise a modal verb is e.g. might, should, could, would, can, may, must, shall, will 

Recognise a modal adverb is e.g. perhaps, surely, obviously 

Use modal verbs and adverbs 

Understand what parenthesis is 

Recognise and identify brackets and dashes 

Use brackets, dashes or commas for parenthesis (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

Use grammar and punctuation both semantically and pragmatically 
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Select form and subject when writing poetry and non-fiction (GD KS2) 

Write effectively for a range of purposes and (often real) audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what they have read 

as models for their own writing (GD KS2) 

Experiment with writers’ techniques borrowed from book, screen and stage 

Show a confident and established voice throughout a piece of writing 

Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this (GD KS2) 

Affect the emotions of the reader at points in the text 

Use a range of techniques for special effects e.g. asides, flashbacks, footnotes etc. 

Perform their own work using a range of strategies (intonation, volume, movement etc.) to make the meaning clear 
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Use correct grammatical terminology when discussing their writing 

Understand that grammar can be used semantically and pragmatically 

Use grammar both semantically and pragmatically 

Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, and use these mostly appropriately   

Understand that punctuation can be used to avoid ambiguity and to enhance meaning (GD KS2) 

Use punctuation precisely both semantically and pragmatically 

   

Understand the basic subject, verb, object structure of a sentence 

Use a range of devices for cohesion within and across paragraphs e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, synonyms (EXS KS2) 

Use more extended noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely e.g. the colourful comic strip on the back page 

Use the ‘perfect form’ of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 

Understand how colons are used 

Use colons appropriately (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

Understand how to use punctuation with bullet points  

Use punctuation consistently with bullet points  

   

Understand and recognise active and passive voice 

Use passive voice appropriately in writing 

Understand and explore synonyms and antonyms 

Manipulate grammar and vocabulary to control levels of formality  

Understand how semi-colons are used 

Use semi-colons appropriately (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

Understand how dashes are used  

Use dashes appropriately (contributes to EXS KS2 and GD KS2) 

Understand how hyphens are used 

Use hyphens appropriately  

   

 


